Town of Berkshire
Regular Meeting

July 18, 2016

e Call May Regular Meeting to order at 7:00

e Pledge of Allegiance

e The meeting of the town was opened at 7:00 p.m.

e Approval of the minutes- Regular Meeting a motion to accept the minutes for June 20, 2016
was made by Fraser Williams seconded by John Stoughton

e Privilege of the Floor
Nancy and George Lohmann - See attachment

Reports

Highway Dept. no report

Town Attorney — Summons was served to Bonnie and Harold Swartwood

Code Enforcement —Will find out what the state laws are for towing junk cars.

Planning Board — Keith Flesher moving right along with the research on the solar power.
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Town Clerk Reports — Annette Thayer

o Collected: Town Supervisor 641.00
o NYS Agriculture and Markets 59.00
o Total disbursed 700.00

o Dog Control Officer - Ronald Raab not present. No report
o Justice Court — Kelly Sharp collected 927.00, between February and May on fines.
o Assessor Report _ Mike Maxwell not present

Old Business-.

e 1. Resolution approve repair/replacement for Court Exterior Door
o Paul Reeves will do the work on resolution one.
o Approved by Fraser Williams and seconded by John Stoughton

Approval of Warrants

e Highway #79 — 94 total 26,382.28

e Town #78—94total 38,501.49

e Approval of the warrants made by Ron McEwen and seconded by Fraser Williams.
e Adjournment- Annette Thayer, Town Clerk



To: Berkshire Town Board

Re: Walking path and town playground
Date: June 20, 2016

From: Nancy and George Lohmann

George and I have lived in this peaceful community for 43 years and would like to continue to
do so as long as we are healthy enough to do so. One of the things we like to do is take a
simple walk—good for the mind and soul as well as the body. But as we age and the truck
traffic has picked up, we no longer feel safe walking along the highway as we have done for
many years.

We do walk on the sidewalks that Berkshire has, but they are limited. A lot of them are in bad
repair, some encrusted with leaves and debris, and many are covered by low hanging tree
branches that a walker must stoop to get under. These are not insurmountable problems, but we
thought how nice it would be for the community to have a walking trail and possibly a
playground for the Berkshire children. Richford has Rawley Park, Newark Valley has
Alexander Pond and the Trout Ponds, but unfortunately Berkshire does not have the
equivalent. We do have the ball park, but no playground, picnic area, or restrooms.

While trying to gather information on the subject, I learned that the Berkshire Town Board had
purchased a 4-5 acre piece of land behind the Town Hall with the eventual intent to turn this
area into a town park/picnic area for Berkshire. The discussion included the possibility of a
walking trail on the IDA right of way which is the railroad track between Owego and Harford
Mills. I understand that this area does on occasion flood due to its proximity to the Owego
Creek, but several other local parks do as well, and perhaps another location may be more
appropriate.

It was suggested to me that it is likely some funding might be acquired from outside
foundations such as the Mildred Faulkner Truman or the Community Foundation for South
Central NY.

We feel that these additions to our town would not only be compatible with the Town’s
Comprehensive Plan but also a great benefit to our community in many ways. They would
provide a safe, local place for our citizens

to exercise

to socialize

provide a safe place for kids to play

provide a recreational place for families and individuals

and be a positive asset for people considering Berkshire for a place to raise a family

Thank you so much for consideration of these ideas.

Nancy and George Lohmann



